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ment, despite all your care to prevent accidents, the
malice of the Savages gives especial cause for almost
perpetual fear; a malcontent may burn you down,
or cleave your head open in some lonely spot. And
then you are responsible for the sterility or fecundity
of the earth, under penalty of your life; you are the
cause of droughts; if you cannot make rain, they
speak of nothing less than making away with you.
I have only to mention, in addition, the danger there
is from our enemies; it is enough to say that, on the
thirteenth of this month of June, they killed twelve
of our Hurons near the village of Contarrea,® which
is only a day’s journey from us; that a short time
before, at four leagues from our village, some Iro-
quois were discovered in the fields [65] in ambuscade,
only waiting to strike a blow at the expense of the
life of some passer-by. This Nation is very timid,—
they take no precautions against surprise, they are
not careful to prepare arms or to inclose their villages
with palisades; their usual recourse, especially when
the enemy is powerful, is flight. Amid these alarms,
which affect the whole Country, I leave you to im-
agine if we have any grounds for a feeling of safety.

After all, if we had here the exterior attractions
of piety, as they exist in France, all this might pass.
In France the great multitude and the good example
of Christians, the solemnity of the Feasts, the majes-
ty of the Churches so magnificently adorned, preach
piety to you; and in the Houses of our order the fer-
vor of our brethren, their modesty, and all the noble
virtues which shine forth in all their actions, are so
many powerful voices which cry to you without ceas-
ing, respice, et fac similiter. You have the consola-
tion of celebrating every day the holy Mass; in a



